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THAT the Thanks of this Committee be given to the 
Rev. GEORGE HENRY GLASSE, Rector of HANwELL, 
Sc. Sc. Sc. for his excellent Sermon preached at Hanwell 
Church, before this ASSOCIATION, on Sunday, the 22d Inſtant; 
and that he be requeſted to allow the ſame to be printed. 


SAMUEL PURKIS, CHAIR AN. 


Ei. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE Author cannot commit the following pages to the 
preſs, without an avowal, which, from every conſideration, 
he feels it his duty to make, that, in ſpeaking of the anti- 
chriſtian conſpiracy, now exiſting in Europe, and of the motives 
by which the conſpirators are actuated, he has availed himſelf 
of the advantage which he derived from hearing the chARGE 
of the Right Reverend the Lord BIsnor or LonpDox, at his 
Lordſhip's late viſitation of his Middleſex Clergy*. That 
eloquent and apoſtolical diſcourſe being not yet in print, it is 
impoſſible for the Author of this ephemeral compoſition exactly 
to aſcertain to what extent the ſentiments or expreſſions of 
his honoured Dioceſan have been transfuſed into the preſent 
ſermon. That they were deeply impreſſed on his memory will 
ſufficiently appear from collation, (ſhould this imperfect ſketch 
of a moſt finiſhed picture be deemed worthy of ſuch notice) 
when, in compliance with the earneſt ſolicitations of his Clergy, 


his Lordſhip's admirable Charge ſhall be publiſhed, for the 


edification of the chriſtian world. 


* At the Pariſh Church of St. Martin in the Fields, London, May 5, 1798. 


THE INTRODUCTORY PRAYER, 


O MOST powerful and glorious Lord Gon, the Lord of 
Hoſts, that ruleſt and commandeſt all things; we make our 
addreſs to thy divine majeſty in this our neceſſity, beſeeching 
thee, that thou wouldeſt take the cauſe into thine own 
hand, and judge between us and our enemies. Stir up thy 
ſtrength, O Lord, and come, and help us; let not our fins 
cry againſt us to thee for vengeance, but hear us, imploring 
thy help, that thou wouldeſt be a defence unto us againſt the 
enemy. Spare us, O Lord, for thy mercy is great; and in all 
our dangers and neceſſities ſtretch forth thy right hand to help 
and defend us, for the ſake of Jeſus Cuntlsr, our bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour, in whoſe holy name and words we further 


call upon thee; ſaying, ©* Our Father, &c.“ 


B | A 


SERMON, &æ. 


— 082 


I. SAMUEL xxv. 15, 16. 


© THE MEN WERE VERY GOOD UNTO Us, AND WE WERE NOT HURT, 
« NEITHER MISSED WE ANY THING AS LONG AS WE WERE CONVERSANT 
+ WITH THEM, WHILE WE WERE IN THE FIELDS. THEY WERE A WALL 
* UNTO US BOTH BY NIGHT AND DAY.” 


.. was the language of artleſs praiſe, uttered by the 
ſhepherds of Mount Carmel, in honour of their gallant pro- 
tectors. Employed, according to the uſages of their paſtoral 
life, at a diſtance from the cuſtomary reſorts of man, they had 
found a band of brothers, an aſſociation of friends, ready to 
guard and to defend them againſt every danger. They kept 
watch over their flocks in perfect ſafety, while the young and 
royal David, and his brave companions in arms, afforded 
them voluntary aid, and formed a rampart with the {ſwords 
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of war, around thoſe who were engaged in the innocent occu- 
pations of peace, The affectionate kindneſs which theſe heroes 
ſhewed to their happy countrymen, was ſuch as might be ex- 
peed from the courteſy of generous ſouls. It was felt —it 
was acknowleged. The grateful Iſraelites are ready to 
proclaim it, not in the pompous phraſe of ſtudied eulogy, but 
in the ſimple effuſions of the heart. The men were very good 
* unto us.” And what was the conſequence ? The perſons of 
the ſhepherds were ſafe. Ve were not hurt.” Their 
property was ſafe. *©** Neither miſſed we any thing, as long as 
we were converſant with them.” The deſigns of the enemy, 
whether they tended to open or ſecret miſchief, were com- 
pletely fruſtrated. In vain the predatory troops of Philiſtia“* 
hovered near them, with hearts intent on plunder, and lofty 
menaces of invaſion. The aſſociates of David, with their 
intrepid leader, baffled and diſappointed all the enterprizes of 
theſe ſons of rapine. ** They were a wall unto us, both by night 
& and day.” 


My brethren and fellow-chriſtians, you have already anti- 
eipated in your own minds, my application of this paſſage of 
ſacred hiſtory to the intereſting and impreſſive ſcene before our 
eyes. Indeed, with the neceſſary alteration of place and cir- 
cumſtance, our words can be no other than the words of the 
men of Judah. One ſhade of difference, and one only, is ob- 
ſervable, between our ſituation and theirs; and it 1s a difference 


of 


_ -* See 1 Samuel, xxiii. 5. 
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of ſuch a nature, as, if poſſible, to place the kindneſs of our 
defenders in a point of view ſtill ſtronger, {till more conſpicuous 
than that of the Jewiſh warriors. The army of David was 
employed in protecting“ the paſtures of the wilderneſs*,”” the 
ſequeſtered haunts of thoſe, by whom the flocks and herds, 
(the ordinary ſources of wealth to the people of Iſrael) were 
led from place to place. The parents of theſe ſhepherds, their 
wives, their children, remained at a diſtance from ſcenes of 
hoſtility, and far removed from all apprehenſion of danger. 
Our friends, our brethren, our protectors ſtand forth, that they 
may ſecure to us the bleſſings of peace and tranquillity in the 
city, in the village, in the field, in the boſoms of our fa, 
milies, while we are engaged in thoſe various employments 
of ſocial and domeſtic life, unto which it hath pleaſed God to 
call us. They have embraced the military profeſſion they 
have familiarized themſelves to the weapons of honourable 
warfare, that in caſe of danger from either foreign or internal 
enemies, they may raiſe a bulwark around us and our dwellings, 
and expoſe their lives for our defence. Let us contemplate, 
with ſentiments of becoming gratitude, the efforts of ſuch 
patriotiſm, the exertions of ſuch virtue. While we lament 
the neceſſity which calls for theſe proofs of devoted attachment 
to our country, let us form a juſt eſtimate of our happineſs, who 
thus, from among ourſelves, ſee ſuch defence and protection 
raiſed up to us, and, in the preſent perilous time, have in view 
ſuch means of deliverance as this. 
But 


Joel i. 20. 
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But even the ſpectacle before us, gratifying as it is to every 
feeling of the human heart, muſt not detain us from conſider- 
ations of a more ſacred nature: and I ſhould be wanting in my 
duty to God, to you, and to myſelf, if I forbore to ſet before 
you the extent of our preſent dangers, and the only certain, 
efficacious reſource to which we can look with any confidence 
of ſafety: and this, not merely with a view to temporal cir- 
cumſtances, to the hopes or fears of this tranſitory ſtate of 
being, but as we ſtand affected by the events which are paſſing 
in the world, in our higher character of immortal beings—ſer- 
vants of God—children of redemption—and heirs of the co- 
venant of promiſe in Chriſt Jeſus. 


To expect the beſt, and at the fame time to be prepared for 
the worſt, is the wiſdom, and the happineſs of man. While we 
humbly hope, that God Almighty will crown the magnanimity 
of our countrymen with ultimate ſucceſs, it is our duty to look 
our ſituation in the face, and ſteadily to contemplate the nature 


of thoſe evils, to which we ſtand expoſed at this portentous 
moment. | 


A COMBINATION is found to exiſt throughout a"great part of 
Europe, formed, and deliberately organized, for the expreſs 
purpoſe of overturning the goſpel of CHRIST“. In the proſe- 

cution 


* See the concurrent and wonderfully co-incident teſtimonies of the Abbe Barruel, 
in his Hiſtory of ſacobiniſm,“ and of Profeſſor Robiſon, in his “ Proofs of a 
* Conſpiracy, &c.” both recently publiſhed. 
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cution of this deſign, the wreck of kingdoms, the deſtruction of 
myriads, the total extinction of public and private comfort, 
are only ſecondary conſiderations. The grand object is, to 
* crucify the Son of Gop afreſh, and to put him to an open 
„ ſhame*®,” Sea and land are compaſſed t, to make one 
proſelyte. Induſtry, worthy of a better cauſe activity, which 
the friends of religion would do well to adopt in the defence 
of the truth, is employed without intermiſſion, without abate- 
ment, without the relaxation of a ſingle moment. Neither the 
populous city, nor the ſequeſtered hamlet, are free from theſe 
aſſaults. The emiſſaries of infidelity go out into the high- 
ways and hedges F, to allure the paſſing traveller to his deſ- 
truction. By all the meaſures which ingenuity can ſuggeſt, or 
malice reſolve on, or audacity carry into effect, the name of 
God, continually, every day, is blaſphemed& Treaſon and 
foul conſpiracy toſs their firebrands around us, that fo a flame 
may break out, which, if not timely extinguiſhed, would con- 
ſume the royal throne, the hallowed altar, the tribunals of juſ- 
tice, the treaſures of commercial enterprize, and the fruits of 
rural induſtry, in one vaſt, univerſal, reſiſtleſs conflagration. 


Againſt theſe hideous miſchiefs, while we look for deli— 
verance to our God, we muſt conſider that he looks to us as 
inſtruments of that deliverance. The exiſting circumſtances 
of the univerſe in general, and of our own country in par- 

ticular— 
* Hebrews vi. 6. Matthew xx1ii. 15. 
_ + Luke xiv. 23. $ Ifaiah lii. 5. 
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ticular what we know what we feel and what we fear — 
all tell us but too plainly, that we are in a ſituation of dificulty 
and danger, ſuch as we have never known. THE Lord hath 
c evidently a controverſy & with us, and we muſt rouſe our- 
6 ſelves to meet the criſis. It requires a rougher exerciſe, and 
& a ſeverer diſcipline, to ſtrengthen and brace our nerves for 
c it, than we have been accuſtomed to practiſe in the days of 
„ eaſe, and quiet, and ſafety, that we have ſo long enjoyed*.”” 
See, ſaith the Apoſtle, that ye walk circumſpectly. Wherefore ! 
Becauſe the days are evil. See, that ye be not as fools, but as 
wiſe. See that ye redeem the time. And why? becauſe the 
days are evil f. This laſt precept cannot be literally complied 
with for time, (it is an awful thought!) loſt, miſ-ſpent, 
abuſed, ſquandered time can never be redeemed. We mult 
therefore ſeek its ſpiritual ſignification: and it is this. ** Re- 
pent, and amend your lives. Let experience of the paſt dire& 
and admoniſh you for the future. Learn vigilance from neglect, 
and wiſdom from folly.” He who does not live to this purpoſe, 
liveth in vain. He muſt not be reckoned among the tried 
champions of the chriſtian faith. His ſervices will avail but 
little in the evil day. 


The ſum of the whole matter is this. Wicked principles, 

and corrupt practices, have occaſioned all the miſchief which 

is 
Jer. xxv. 31. Hoſ. iv. 1. xii. 2. Mich. vi. 2. 

* dee the charge delivered by the preſent Lord Biſhop of Oſſory to his Clergy, at 


his ſecond Viſitation. 
| t Epheſians v. 15. 
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is overſpreading the world. A more cloſe adherence to duty, 
a more zealous attachment to the faith, will be the only 
efficient remedy to counteract that miſchief. Common mea- 
ſures, ordinary expedients will not avail us now ; if we do not 
earneſtly contend for the truth, we cannot be ſaved : the enemy 
will have his advantage over us; the ſon of wickedneſs will 
prevail againſt us to our deſtruction. 


Can we not diſcern the ſigns of the times? The ſky is red 
and louring*. This, this is the evil day, of which we were 
not obſcurely forewarned, if we would have received the ad- 
monition. Every page of either Covenant told the inhabitants 
of the chriſtian world what they might expect: what would be 
the conſequences of indifference to the faith, and violation of 
practical duty. Encouraged by our ſupineneſs, the enemies of 
chriſtianity, by whatever titles, or tenets, or prejudices, diſtin- 
guiſhed from each other, are all engaged againſt us in one band 
of impious confederacy. From the preſent ſtate of tumultuous 
perturbation, of which they were themſelves the primary in- 
ſtigators, they truſt, that they ſhall “ ſuck out no ſmall ad- 
vantage f.“ When the elements are convulſed, and the ſea is 
agitated by ſtorms, every obſcene and ill-favoured bird is on 
the wing: the thunder blends itſelf with their clamours—the 
winds accelerate their career—the lightning directs them to 
their prey. 

% 0 Why 
Matt xvi. 3. + Pfalm Ixxiii. 10, (Old Verſion.) 


* 


Why this inveterate animoſity againſt the chriſtian faith 
ſhould rankle in the boſoms of our enemies—why, not con- 
tented with rejecting our holy religion in their own perſons, 
they ſhould ſtrive againſt it with ſuch reſtleſs and officious 
malignity, is a queſtion, to which their own conduct will fur- 
niſh the moſt ſatisfactory reply. They are adverſe to the 
„ faith of Chriſt, becauſe the faith of Chriſt is adverſe to 
* them.” They revile and blaſpheme the dodtrines, becauſe 
they will not conform to the duties, of Chriſtianity. They, 
who violate every moral principle—they, who ſuffer every 
revengeful paſſion to have its full ſway—they who oppoſe and 
*© ſpeak evil of earthly dignities*,”” and who would make the 
things of heaven itſelf ſubſervient to their idol, Reaſon, how 
can they but feel an intereſt, horrible as it 1s, in the ſucceſs of 
their oppoſition to a religion of purity, a religion of peace, a 
religion of meekneſs, a religion which inculcates dutiful obe- 
dience to the higher powers for conſcience* ſake, and which 
caſteth down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth 
itſelf againſt the knowledge of God, and bringeth into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Chriſt ? a religion, which 
(while to its faithful profeſſors it ſpeaks in accents of love and 
gentleneſs) is quick and powerful, and mighty againſt its ad- 
verſaries, piercing even to the dividing aſunder of the foul and 
{ſpirit F—diſturbing them in the commiſſion of their ſins and 
while they affect to be bold and fearleſs, wringing their hearts 

be with 
* Jude 8, 
+ 2 Corinthians, x. 5. t Heb. iv. 12. 
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with remorſe, and ſcaring them with terrors ? a religion, 
which humbles their pride, controuls their ambition, reſtrains 
their frantic luſts, and meets them in every path with an 
anathema ? Therefore is Chriſt crucified a ſtumbling-block to 
theſe children of unrighteouſneſs, ** becauſe he is not for their 
„ turn, and he is clean contrary to their doings; he was 
© made to reprove their thoughts; he is grievous unto them 
© to behold*®.” That ſuch is the prime motive of the oppo- 
ſition made to the faith of Jeſus, we have the moſt abſolute 
and deciſive evidence, not only from the occaſional confeſſions 
which eſcape from the parties themſelves, but from the awful 
teſtimony of Him, who is a diſcerner of the thoughts and intents 
of the heart. This,“ ſays he, is the condemnation, that 
light is come into the world, and men loved darkneſs rather 
„e than light, becauſe their deeds are evil d.“ 


But ſhall we acquieſce, my beloved brethren, in the nefa- 
rious meaſures of our adverſaries ? Shall we tamely ſuffer a 
cauſe like ours to be abandoned to ſuch aſſaults? Can we 
imagine, that God Almighty will admit of our being idle ſpec- 
tators, at ſuch a moment as this, of the ruin, which his auda- 
cious opponents would bring upon the world? Away with 
cold irreſolution, with daſtardly negligence, with torpid mi- 
ſerable apathy! Let our zeal to maintain and preferve our 
precious inheritance, at leaſt keep pace with the zeal of the 

$M : enemy 
* Wiſd. ii. 15. 
S John iii. 19. (See the advertiſement prefixed to this diſcourſe.) 
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enemy to deſtroy. Under the celeſtial ſtandard of our redemp- 


tion—under the croſs of our Lord JE Sus CHRIST, we ſhall 
ſucceſsfully maintain the conflict. By this we were ſealed in 
the day of regeneration. That ſacred ſymbol was traced upon 
our foreheads, ** in token that we ſhould not be aſhamed of 
the faith of Chriſt crucified ; but that we ſhould fight manfully 
under his banner againſt fin, the world, and the devil; and 
ſhould continue Chriſt's faithful ſoldiers and ſervants unto 
our lives' end#.” 


Woe therefore be to fearful hearts, and to faint hands, and 
to the ſinner that goeth two ways}! Woe to them who refuſe 
to promote, with all the powers, and all the faculties of their 
ſouls, the cauſe of truth, the cauſe of virtue, the cauſe of 
Gop !—If there be any man of this deſcription here preſent, 
let him conſider the ſplendid exertions of his brethren,—let 
him contemplate the auguſt poſition of his country! Founded 
as it were upon the ſeas, and prepared upon the floods &, to 
break the billows, and reſiſt the impetuoſity of the ſtorm— 
called on to ſupport and ſuſtain a tottering world—placed, 
ſingly and alone, in the fore-front of the battle of the LORD 
ſtationed, in a point of danger, it is true, but of infinite glory— 


and there endeavouring, at the hazard of its exiſtence as a 


nation, to maintain ſocial order, moral duty, the laws, the li- 
berties, and the Rights, yes, the violated RIGHTS OF MAN— 
| 1 and 

* Office for the miniſtration of baptiſm. 


Eccleſiaſticus, ii. 12. Pſalm xxiv. 2. 
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and ſtriving with all its powers, and all its mighty energies, to 
preſerve and keep alive among mankind the precious faith of 
the Son of Gop, that immaculate Lamb, ſlain from the be- 
ginning of the world *. In this ſacred conteſt, if it be the 
will of God that we fail of ſucceſs, all the foundations of the 
earth will go to pieces with us f; darkneſs and confuſion will 
overſpread the face of nature}; the tempeſtuous whirlwind of 
democracy will be permitted, as a fearful inſtrument of ven- 
geance, to ſweep the civilized world with deſtruftion ||. Even 
in this event, my beloved brethren, one reſource will yet be 
afforded us. The God whom we ſerve will at leaſt permit us to 
offer up our lives, as an humble oblation, for the ſake of his 
moſt holy faith. If he think not fit to award us the chaplet of 
victory, he has yet in reſerve for us the crown of martyrdom. 


Should ſuch: be the conſummation of thoſe events which 
are impending over us, there 1s little doubt where the awful 
judgments of God will have their commencement. With 
the overthrow of the altar of Chriſt will be immediately 
connected that of the miniſters of his religion. In the tranſ- 
actions of paſt ages, in thoſe of the preſent hour, ey may 
without difficulty read their fate. They can be no ſtrangers 


to 
* Revelation xiii. 8. + Pſalm Ixxxii. 5. 

f La chüte de tous les trones, l'anéantiſſement de toutes les conſtitutions 
politiques, civiles, et religieuſes, en ſeroit le funeſte reſultat. La democratic deyoer- 
erort Þ Europe, et finirait par ſe devorer elle-mème. . 

Tableau Speculatif, par M. Dumouriez, p. 105. 


|| Iſaiah xiv. 23. 
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to the atrocities of atheiſtical malice: and many a glorious 
example has been ſet before them of chriſtian zeal, intre- 
pidity, and long-ſuffering. Something better, we truſt, than 
the mere conſideration of perſonal fafety, at this moment ani- 
mates our order. Totally precluded as we are “*, without vio- 
lating the moſt ſacred duties of our profeſſion, from active 
interference as individuals, we do not therefore deem ourſelves 
exempt from our full ſhare of the exiſting dangers. But, while 
others are called on to repel and to guard againſt injuries, it 
is our duty with meekneſs to await and ſuſtain them—in all 
things, and, above all things, in much patience, approving our- 
{elves as the miniſters of Chriſtt. The preacher of the goſ- 
pel, among the ſouls committed to his charge—in the church— 
at the conſecrated altar, muſt abide the good pleaſure of his 
God. By enduring ajflictions he muſt do the work of an evan- 
geliſt — by enduring ajflictions he muſt make full proof of his 
miniſtry 8. Under theſe circumſtances, the clergy muſt be 
inſenſible and unthankful in the extreme, if they did not en- 
tertain ſentiments of the moſt . lively gratitude towards thoſe, 
who, 

*The Author is ready to acknowlege, that there is a conſiderable difference 
of ſentiment on this ſubject ; and that ſome of the moſt diſtinguiſhed characters in 
this country, from whoſe deciſion in almoſt every inſtance he ſhould bluſh and 
be aſhamed to diſſent, are perſuaded that the clergy may lawfully contribute their 
perſonal aſſiſtance to oppoſe force by force. He reſpects their opinions, but he 
retains his own. The written word of Gop ſeems to him to decide the queſtion 


the negative, (as far at leaſt as thoſe are concerned, who are entruſted with the 
care of ſouls) without the poſſibility of appeal. 


t 2 Corinthians, vi. 4. 8 2 Timothy, iv. 5. 


3 


who, being under no ſuch awful reſtrictions, have“ willingly 
offered themſelves,” in this hour of univerſal danger, and have 
drawn the tword for their country. That ſword is wielded in 
defence of religion —1t is brought forth to ſtop the way+F” 
againſt thole who would perſecute the goſpel of Chriſt—irt 


15 oppoſed to a mighty enemy, for the protection of the temple 
of the Lord, and of the throne of his Anointed. 


To theſe our aſſociated brethren—the brave and diſintereſted 
champions of our cauſe—theſe, who have armed themſelves 
to preſerve, and not to deſtroy, their fellow-creatures—theſe, 
who from the pureſt and moſt honourable motives, afford 
their voluntary aid in the ſervice of God and man, all of us, 
of whatever profeſſion, or ſex, or age, muſt ſurely look with 
ſentiments of grateful and cordial affection. Much have they 
already accomplithed, and they are prepared for further ex- 
ertions, in order to maintain and keep inviolate amongſt us 
domeſtic tranquillity and peace; that fo, even at this por- 
tentous criſis we may dwell in ſafety — that we may go, 
without fear of evil, to our daily occupations, and to our 
nightly repoſe : while they are themſelves ready to encounter 
every difficulty, and, if neceſſary, to expoſe themſelves to every 
danger, in our defence—in defence of our innocent children— 
our freedom, our property, all that is dear and valuable to us 
as human beings. We ſee before us a part of that ſyſtem of 
true and genuine fraternity, which, from one extremity of the 

kingdom 
4}  - k Ix + Pſalm xxxv. 3. 


(14 ] 


kingdom to the other, has united the beſt and braveſt of our 
countrymen in the common cauſe—prompting them to de- 
vote every faculty of head, and hand, and heart to the public 
welfare—to the ſupport of that magnificent and venerable fa- 
bric, THE CONSTITUTION oF ENGLAND. 


We cannot imagine any meaſure more fatal than this to 
the hopes and expectations of our adverſaries, whether engaged 
in open hoſtility, or in ſecret machinations againſt us. Even 
now, indeed, do they feel its influence. Even now, by means 
of this unſolicited aid, they who muſt otherwiſe have been 
retained for our immediate ſecurity, are gone forth from among 
us, either to guard in formidable array the coaſts of their native 
kingdom, or, in another, to quench the infuriate torch of 
rebellion. Should our foreign enemies realize their vaunting 
menaces, they will find Britons ready and prepared to receive 
them. Should our domeſtic foes attempt to ſpring the mine 
Which they have ſo induſtriouſly laid againſt us, THERE IS A 
SPIRIT GONE FORTH IN THIS COUNTRY, which, under the 
good providence of our guardian God, will, as we truſt, render 
all their parricidal deſigns abortive—while every loyal and 
peaceable member of ſociety, ſenſible of the value of the pro- 
tection thus afforded him, will ſay of his generous defenders 
(as the ſhepherds on Mount Carmel ſaid of the brave followers 
of David) THE MEN WERE VERY GOOD UNTO Us, AND 
** WE WERE NOT HURT, AS LONG AS WE WERE CONVERSANT 

| « WITH 


1 


© WITH THEM; THEY WERE A WALL TO Us BOTH BY NIGHT 
© AND DAY.” 


Now unto Him, without whoſe bleſſing all human means 
and human reſources are vain and ineffectual to that righteous 
Gop, who fitteth on his throne, and judgeth all the earth 
to uim, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is 


moſt due, all honour, power, adoration, and praiſe, world 
without end. 


AMEN. 


FINIS. 
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